
Our Saviour’s United Methodist Church 

Growing Each Day by Worshiping God; Loving One Another;  

and Serving Others. 

February 2018— Vol.  60 * No. 02 

Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors 



Staff Directory 
 

Pastor 

Rev.  David Lagos-Fonseca 

Pastorlagos-fonseca@osumc.org 

 

Administrative Assistant 

Barbara Glasby 

Barbarag@osumc.org 

 

Dir. Christian Education 

Heather Schluckbier 

Heather@osumc.org 

 

 

Youth Directors 

Eric & Martha Walker 

Martha@osumc.org 

 

Dir. Worship Ministries 

& Organist 

Ricardo Pedroza 

Ricardo@osumc.org 

 

Kairos Worship Director 

Frederick Harris 

Frederick@osumc.org 

 

Chancel Chimers & Joyful Noise 

Heather Schluckbier, Dir. 

 

 

Lay Leader 

Art Hogsett 

 

Missionaries 

Clara Mridula Biswas—Cambodia 

Our Saviour’s United Methodist Church 

 

The SIGN 

February 2018 2        

February 14
th
 is Ash Wednesday, the 

beginning of Lent. And the church does 
a strange thing on this day. For those 
who desire it, we place ashes on their 
foreheads as we say, "Remember that 
you are dust and to dust you shall re-
turn."  
There is nothing pretty about dust.…to 
call someone dust in any other context 
would be fighting words. “Hey, don't call 
me dirt or ..”  So why do we do this 
strange thing on this day. We do it to 
remind us of our mortality, of the reality 
of death.  
Death is the great equalizer. In death 
there are no CEO’s of corporations, no 
Presidents of nations, no lowly service 
people, no prisoners, no homeless on 
the street, no rich folks, and no poor 
folks. All of us are in the hands of the 
loving God. The trinkets of honor and 
position, dust and ashes. The shame 
from others' judgments, dust and 
ashes.  

(Continued on page 3) 
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Ash Wednesday reminds us that we are mortal, that is, a walking, talking, 
thinking, doing package of dust and ashes. And in so doing confronts us 
with a simple question: We have only one life.  
We spend so much energy on things that don't matter: how we look, what 
people think of us, what we have or what others have. We spend so much 
energy on things that don't matter. This, of course, is why Lent is a period 
of self-examination and penance. We need to stop and look at our lives, 
remember what we are made of, remember where we are going; and let 
go of all those things that don't really matter, all those things that get in the 
way of loving God, loving others, and being loved by God and by others. 
Ash Wednesday is no doubt uncomfortable but its purpose is not to make 
us uncomfortable with God, but with our sin. On Ash Wednesday, we are 
invited to embrace our sinfulness and to realize that God has chosen to 
give us some other life than that which leads to the dust heap and the ash 
pit.  Why? Because the One who created us, knows us and loves us.  
Yes, we are dust, and to dust we shall return. But we are precious dust, 
loved, shaped, molded, caressed, nurtured by a Loving God. 
We are beloved of God; each one of us is of ultimate worth….created for 
eternity! Remember you are dust, precious dust. 
 
Peace and grace to you. 
Pastor David 

(Continued from page 2) 
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United Methodist Women Hear the Story of Phil's Friends 
 
Phil Zielke knows the feelings of hopelessness and despair. Diagnosed with Stage 4B 
Hodgkin's Lymphoma in 2004, he received treatment and thought he was on the road to 
recovery. The cancer returned and through the grueling process of a stem cell trans-
plant, he lives a healthy life today. Phil's deep Christian faith and the love and care of his 
family and friends got him through these rough months. Part of that love and support 
came in the form of a care package, assembled by people he didn't even know. 
Inspired by this small token of love, he established Phil's Friends, to pass this blessing 
on to others dealing with cancer . Ladies, please join us Wednesday, February 21st, at 
noon for refreshments at Day Circle. It will be followed by the story of Phil's Friends 
(where several of our members are volunteers) and the amazing care packages and 
cards of concern sent out every week.  
We welcome all new members and visitors. 

The 9 am Adult Sunday School class will viewing  a six week DVD series by 

Andy Stanley entitled “Who Needs God” starting on Sunday January 28th.  Join us in the par-

lour. 

“People are migrating away from religion at an unprecedented rate – Christianity in particular. 

Once upon a time, people believed religion offered solutions. Today, many people view relig-

ion as the problem. In this 6 part series, Andy Stanley addresses this tension and sets a founda-

tion for faith that will stand up to the rigors of the real world.” 

TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME!!! 

 

No somebody has not lost their mind, but we are talking about a Winter 

ball game as in Basketball.   A trip is being planned for a game with the 

Windy City Bulls on 2/21  Versus Delaware 87ers.   The game is on a 

Wednesday at 10AM.   All of the tickets are free (Courtesy of Todd Ab-

bott) but we need to get a headcount.  Please contact Donn Abbott, Jr by 

Sunday Feb 11th.  You can contact him in church between services or via 

email or text.   We might like to get a group together and take the church 

van as onsite parking is $10.  Donn can be reached at:   Email-

abbottd58@hotmail.com or text or phone at:  630-776-1427.  Please make 

sure to provide your name, number of tickets and contact information. 

mailto:Email-abbottd58@hotmail.com
mailto:Email-abbottd58@hotmail.com
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January 23, 2018 
 
The Council of Bishops and the General Commission on the Status and Role of 
Women are responding to the recent #MeToo and #ChurchToo movements. The state-
ment is as follows:  
 
Over the recent weeks and months, and continuing on a seemingly daily basis, the me-
dia have been saturated with stories of persons coming forward with allegations of sex-
ual misconduct perpetrated by individuals in positions of power and authority. The per-
vasiveness of the power imbalance is a part of every story being told. Responses have 
ranged from immediate termination of employment of the accused and bribery for si-
lence to invitations for victims to feel shame. 
The Council of Bishops together with the General Commission on the Status and Role 
of Women reaffirm the core beliefs found in The United Methodist Church’s Social 
Principles which clearly state, “sexual harassment must be understood as an exploita-
tion of a power relationship and interfering with the moral mission of the Church.” 
 
Further we recognize “sexual assault as wrong no matter the circumstances,” and 
“among women and men, [we] reject the erroneous notion [that] one gender is superior 
to another.”  
Further, our General Rules, founded by John Wesley, direct us to do no harm and do 
good in every possible way at all times. The sin of sexual misconduct must be named 
by the Church at every level of ministry. Further, we must confront the environment of 
coarser public dialog and discourse that provides license and cover for sexual harass-
ment, abuse and assault. 
 
We acknowledge that the Church is also a place where sexual misconduct happens 
when persons in power positions choose to abuse their power. The stories are all too 
similar. Alleged victims are often reluctant to come forward, fearing they will not be be-
lieved or they will experience retaliation and the decision to report will be held against 
them. Sexual misconduct is a symptom of a systemic problem within our Church and 
society where patriarchy flourishes. 
 
The Church is a place for spiritual growth. Unfortunately, spiritual violence happens 
every time a person experiences sexual misconduct within the Church. Nothing ex-
cuses this behavior. 
In November 2017, before the most recent flurry of stories came forward, the Council 
of Bishops affirmed, through its members, renewed commitment to addressing the sys-
temic causes of sexual misconduct and abuse of power. Upon invitation, the General 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Commission on the Status and Role of Women provided two training sessions to the bish-
ops during their recent meeting on topics of sustaining integrity in ministry and response to 
sexual misconduct. 
 
The Council of Bishops is committed to leading The United Methodist Church in the pre-
vention of sexual misconduct, to offering healing to the victims, and to finding paths for 
Christ’s love to be shown to the perpetrator while maintaining standards of accountability. 
The Council of Bishops joins with The General Commission on the Status and Role of 
Women to strongly encourage and support the reporting of sexual misconduct, including 
sexual harassment allegations within the Church. Our denomination’s web-
site, www.umsexualethics.org offers information and a toll free telephone number for 
confidential support through the General Commission on the Status and Role of Women. 
 
To the extent of our ability, we pledge to do the right thing in every complaint received, in-
cluding listening well to hear the story and developing a response which holds persons 
accountable and offers healing for all affected. 
 
Bishop Bruce R. Ough 
President 
Council of Bishops of The United Methodist Church 
 
Bishop Tracy Malone 
President of the Board 
General Commission on the Status and Role of Women of The United Methodist Church 
 
Dawn Wiggins Hare 
General Secretary 
General Commission on the Status and Role of Women of The United Methodist Church 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Introducing  

Ricardo Pedroza 

 

Please join us in welcoming Ricardo Pedroza as our Director of Worship Minis-

tries and Organist! 

Ricardo comes to us from New Hope Lutheran Church in Aurora where he was 

the Pianist/Vocal ensemble director for the last 5 years. 

Ricardo has an extensive musical background including his current position as 

Collaborative Pianist and Choral Director at Downers Grove South High School. 

His musical background includes directing the choirs at Antillean Adventist Uni-

versity, and Hinsdale Adventist Academy.  

Ricardo received his B.M. Ed at the Universidad Adventista in Columbia, South 

America, his M.A. in Music from West Texas A & M University in Texas, and his 

D.M.A. for Choral Conducting from Texas Tech University.  

Ricardo has taught courses at Antillean Adventist University in Choir, Music 

Theory, Ear Training, Music appreciation and Music Ministry. 

Ricardo lives with his wife Martha, and son in North Aurora. 
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Single, widowed, or divorced?  Tired of eating alone and fast food? Join a group 

at Our Saviour’s, Dining Without Partners. We will be meeting at a nice restau-

rant each month for good dinner and conversation. Only requirement will be to 

reserve in advance and to bring cash, since occasionally some places don’t pro-

vide “separate checks.” Our next dinner will be at Bone Fish, 180 S. Roselle Rd, 

Schaumburg on February 17th .  Please reserve your seat at the table by calling 

Lynda Riggs, 847-712-1993 or email riggslm5@att.net February 13th. 

 

We will be meeting the 3rd Saturday of the month at the following restaurants, join 

us when you can. 

 

March 17 – Claim Jumper 

 

April 21 – Pilot Pete’s 

 

May 19 – Palm Court 

 

June 16 - Zeal 

 

July 21 – Sweet Baby Ray’s 

 

August 18 - Pinstripes 

 

September 15 – La Hacienda 

 

October 20 – Wild Fire (11:30 lunch, instead of dinner) 

 

November 17 – Bahama Breeze 

 

December 15 – Weber Grill 

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY COMING 

SAVE THE DATE FOR PICTURES—APRIL 3-7 

mailto:riggslm5@att.net
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Bazaar Workshop begins Wed. February 7th,  

9:30 am to 2:30 pm. We invite all women of the church to 

join us. Please bring a lunch if you plan to stay all day. 
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Save the date 

 and tell your 

friends!  

 Shipwrecked 

VBS will be  

June 11-15 

March 4th Emily Meyer 

and several of her Jr high 

friends will be hosting a 

"Bahamas Bake Sale" af-

ter each service. Emily is 

looking for families to 

bake goodies that will 

help in these fundraising 

efforts.  All proceeds will 

benefit the OSUMC 

Youth Mission Trip to 

Eleuthera, Bahamas.  We 

thank you in advance your 

support and encourage-

ment of this wonderful 

event. 
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Lenten Season 2018 

Restored: Finding Redemp-

tion in Our Mess 
Sometimes our lives are in such 

disarray we can’t envision a way 

through to redemption. But when 

we look at the mess through the 

eyes of Christ, we not only find 

redemption, we can clearly see 

spiritual restoration. In Restored, 

author Tom Berlin encourages us 

to reflect and meditate through our 

own brokenness, showing us that 

it is only when we focus on the 

cross as a place to surrender con-

trol that we can leave our mess 

and find true redemption. This 5-

week study uses Scripture, devo-

tional tools, and the writings of 

Ignatius of Loyola, John of the 

Cross, St. Augustine, John 

Wesley, Evelyn Underhill, and 

others.  

Embrace Lent as an opportunity 

for spiritual renewal and growth.  

BOOK STUDY SCHEDULE 
Men's Study   (Feb 26 - March 26)  Mondays at 7:00 P.M. (room 4) 

Women’s Study (Feb 26– March 26)  Mondays at  7:00 P.M. (parlor) 

Book Study (February 20– March 20) Tuesdays at 7:00 P.M. (parlor) 

Sunday School (February 18—March 18) Sundays at 10:30 A.M. (room 4) 

Lent is the time of year when 

we look at our lives and do the 

hard work of being honest 

about things that might be keep-

ing us from growing deeper in 

our relationship with God. This 

is the time of year when we 

can’t look away from our fallen 

state. 

Lent is for sinners. And you are 

a sinner. So this season is spe-

cially made for you. It’s the 

perfect gift designed just for 

you, to draw you closer towards 

God, the One who sympathizes 

with you in your weakness, in 

your hunger, in your loss, in 

you anxiety. 

Lent is a period self-reflection, 

a time to be honest with your-

self and with God’s help live a 

better, more fulfilled, and more 

holy life. 

OUR SAVIOUR’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

701 E. Schaumburg Rd., Schaumburg, IL 60194 

Church Phone: 847/352-8181    Church Fax: 847/352-3767 

E-mail  churchoffice@osumc.org     Web address: www.osumc.org 

Rev. David Lagos-Fonseca 



Our Saviour’s United Methodist Church 

February 2018 

The SIGN 

12 

 

Monday Women’s Bible Study will continue a six week DVD series by Andy 

Stanley entitled “Who Needs God”.   We meet at 7 pm in the church parlour, each lesson stands 

alone so come when you can.  If you have any questions, please contact Paula Schray 847-352-

3028. 

“People are migrating away from religion at an unprecedented rate – Christianity in particular. 

Once upon a time, people believed religion offered solutions. Today, many people view relig-

ion as the problem. In this 6 part series, Andy Stanley addresses this tension and sets a founda-

tion for faith that will stand up to the rigors of the real world.” 
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Mission Trip to the 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center (MMDC) 

January 7 to 10, 2018 
 

The mission of the MMDC is to compassionately help God’s people in need locally, 
nationally and around the world and to offer a center to fulfill the call for service to our 
neighbors in Christ’s name.  MMDC collects, makes, and distributes thousands of educa-
tional, healthcare and disaster relief supplies, and equipment annually.  During last year 
MMDC responded to the hurricane relief effort by shipping out 9,288 cleaning buckets, 
13,948 personal dignity kits, 5,481 health kits, and bottled water.  Partnering with other 
organizations MMDC was able to send these items to Puerto Rico, Texas and Florida. 

 
This year we sent a team of 15 to the MMDC at Chattham, Illinois.  They included 

Donn Abbot, John Boucek, Charlene Chilo, Fred Collins, Carol and Larry Elkin, Rev David 
Lagos-Fonseca, Jack and Marianne Lucas, Vincente Pulgar-Rachel (Rev David’s nephew) 
David and Norine Rosen, Tim Sheely, Karen Sherman, and Karen Willden.  Four of our 
members were attending the MMDC for the first time. 

 
Because we were one of the first volunteer groups for the new year we were 

asked to complete an inventory of the supplies that go into the various kits sent out by 
the Center.  It was essential that this inventory be completed as soon as possible so that 
the center would be ready for its annual audit.  We had to count the materials that go into 
the cleaning buckets, the school kit supplies, the health kits, and all the sewing items.  
During this time some of the 56 different items we counted consisted of 17,200 bandages, 
11,189 pencils, 6,600 one-handle bags, and 7,989 gallon zip lock bags.  While these tasks 
seem menial our team understood the importance of getting this task done for the center 
and completed the count for every item we were given. 

 
This was the first year that Karen Wilden and the Rosen’s served as leaders.  We 

believe that a recent email sent out by Fred Collins best expresses what this mission is all 
about.  He wrote “Just let me say it is one of the more worthwhile things I have ever 
done.  And I plan on doing it again.  You know how most things never quite live up to the 
hype?  There was NO hype going into this experience, and I was super impressed with the 
amount of good they do, with their efficient use of resources, and almost entirely with 
volunteers.  It is amazing what God can do with ordinary everyday people who care about 
helping others!”  A new team will be going to Chattham from Sunday afternoon, January 
6, 2019 to Wednesday afternoon, January 9, 2019.  If you want to be part of this group 
please contact Karen, Norine or David.  Finally, this year’s team thanks the United Meth-
odist Women for contributing funds to cover some of the expenses of this mission. 
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Welcome!  What a joy it is to welcome Cherie Grunzke, Shailja and Vijay Simon, and their 

children Chris and Ashlee into our family of faith.    

My prayer is that they find OSUMC a spiritually passionate place where people just like them 

will have a life-changing experience with God. 

Pastor David and office staff will help them get settled, make introductions, answer questions or 

assist them in finding a small group or ministry area in which to become involved.  

It is our honor and pleasure to meet Cherie, Shailja and Vijay (Chris and Ashlee) and to serve 

with them at OSUMC. 

 

Vijay Peter Simon, Shailja Simon, 

(Chris and Ashlee) 

1016 North Plum Grove Road, 

Apt. 112 

Schaumburg, IL   60173 

 

317-790-6666 (Vijay’s cell) 

vjpeter007@gmail.com 

Cherie Grunzke 

401 W. Pierce Rd. Unit 202. Itasca,  IL. 60143  

 

847-250-5755 (hm) 

cherieg9@aol.com 
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You are kindly invited to  

OSUMC Bridal Show 

hosted by United Methodist Women 

Sunday, April 15, 2018 

2:30 p.m. 

We welcome all ages of ladies and lasses 

 

This is your opportunity to walk the aisle in 
your wedding, bridesmaid or flower girl 
dress…again. Or enlist a daughter or friend to 
model your dress for you. 

 

Please contact Linda Caliendo to submit your 
name or garment to the runway list.  

We would also love for you to share your wedding 
album with us. 

Wedding cake will be served after the show. 
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“For dust you are, and to dust you will return”  
Genesis 3:19 (NIV) 

 
February 14th, Christians around the world will mark the beginning of Lent by observ-
ing Ash Wednesday.  
Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent, the 40 days that precede Holy Week and 
Easter. It reminds us that our sin separates us from God, who "demonstrates His own 
love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us" (Rom. 5:8).  
On Ash Wednesday we come to church to kneel, to pray, and to ask God’s forgive-
ness, surrounded by other sinners. Human sin is universal; we all do it, not only Chris-
tians. But our church tradition sets aside Ash Wednesday as a particular day to ad-
dress sin and death. We do this mindful that "God hates nothing God has made and 
forgives the sins of all who are penitent." We are ALL sinners, no better and no worse 
than our brothers and sisters. This is not a day to compete ("my sins are worse than 
yours are"), but to confess…. 
Join us for Ash Wednesday Family Communion and Prayer from 4:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
You are invited to bring your family and have communion and a time of prayer at the 
altar rail with Pastor David. He will lead in prayer and include in it your petitions and 
supplications.  
This day wear your ashes humbly, as a reminder to yourself above all of the mercy of 
Christ, for you a sinner. Wear your ashes with quiet courage, undisturbed dignity and 
faithful devotion. 
Begin the Lenten journey, the journey home, not with shame or guilt but with humility 
and renewed hope and expectation. 
Join us for Ash Wednesday Service at 7:00 p.m. 
 
See you then, Pastor David 
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